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THE POET IN BHARATHIDASAN'S ALAKIN CIRIPPU
B.DEVENDRAN

The perception and enjoyment of Beauty in Nature require enough leisure
and some aesthetic sensitivity in an individual, but the materialistic modern
life moving on wheels with confronting problems by their immediate necessity
has obliterated that sensitivity in man and he has no time to stand and stare.
According to Plato art thrives in the leisured class of a society; modern society
has no leisured class, as man in every strata is preoccupied with self-breeding
problems peculiar to his own class. He is so panting and perspiring that the
panoramic Beauty dissolves into dripping sweat. The modern skyscrapers have
overshadowed the Beauty of the night sky and the sanguine charm of the
brilliant dawn is a myth recaptured in the canvas of the art galleries. This
change has taken place unconsciously of his own deliberations so that he has
not felt the distancing from Nature; he has rather accepted it with an eye on
material prosperity.

In such a context only art attempts to keep alive his natural instinct for
the appreciation of Beauty. It is an irrefutable fact that despite the overwhelming
concern for material prospefity and the Vociferously acclaimed dominance of the
sense of reason in man, there is an intuitive power to transcend the material
and feel the touch of the sublime, occasionally at least, in the life of everyman.
But the frequent visitations of this Vista in the chosen few add to the rich
treasure of accumulated human wisdom to radiate the sane and serene so that
the brute in man is subdued turning him into a noble sentience with a noble
goal, deprived of which life on earth becomes meaningless and shallow, making
him cry with the despair of Macbeth. The power to chasten and subdue and
harness the wild spirit to a chanalised goal is richly invested, of all artists,
in a poet-and a poet also suffers in his foresight the aspirations of the entire
humanity and so Shelley calls him the unacknowledged legislator of the world.
That way Bharathidasan endeavours in his Alakin Cirippu — The laughter of
Beauty — to play the role of the initiator of men to the Beauty of Nature
around him.

In his brief preface to this slender volume of poems Bharathidasan enunciates
the purpose of writing these poems:

The Tamils should develop their mental calibre to perceive Beauty around
them and convey the assimilated Beauty in well-wrought words.
The practice of imitating foreign and ancient Tamil literature should be
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done with altogether. I wish to remind this to the Tamil Writers.

The postulates bear the following points:

1. The present volume Alakin Cirippu is a precedent to the succeeding
generation of Tamil poets. It is an experiment in the field of poetry.

2. It is to awaken the sensibility of the Tamils and make them understand
the Beauty around them.

3. It is to show the way to avoid the rut of tradition and create something
new.

4. Tt is to make the modern poet depend on his own imagination and mental
capability.

Before .evaluating how far these objects are achieved in the volume it is
worthwhile to understand the poet in Alakin Cirippu. As the title indicates, the
poems in the volume are on natural objects except the last three that deal
with Hamlet, City and Tamil.

The opening poem, Beauty, serves as an introduction to the poems in the
volume. The poet presents an avid account of Beauty in the objects around
man in his daily life and its impact on the poet — on man. It seems a
preliminary lesson to the reader how to understand Beauty around him.

Beauty

In the tender morning sun I saw her smile;
In the wide ocean’s face and its gleaming surge,
In garden’s space and flowers and blooming shoots,
Wherever I touched I felt her presence sweet;
In the mellowed beams of the west-set sanguine sun,
Like diamonds, she sprinkles all her sparkling smiles;
‘Midst parrots on the banyan branches perched
That Damsel Beauty bestowed poetry fine.

She lives as lustre in a baby’s eyes;
. And has a hearty laugh in the sparkling light;
She deftly plays in the nimble fingers soft
Of the garland-weaving maiden there, you see,
Oh, there, in the majestic gait of the farmer with plough
On his reddened shoulder nestles her boundless joy;
And arrests my eyes in the robust green of fields,
And stays in my heart to kindle lasting joy.

~

The space and the sky, I see, and the objects there,
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Teeming in thousands, shimmer in their bowls;
Things that pulse with life and stay ever mute.
I rejoice to see the gleaming Beauty’s smile;
She is the green in the greenish things indeed;
And age has never withered her virgin charm;

Behold her live, if seen with willing heart:
And Beauty’s hold will surely cure all cares.

The first stanza is dense with poetic common places like the sun, the sea,
flowers, birds and trees. Man’s wonderment at these natural objects remains
unexahausted from time immemorial. They remain forever literary concordance
for pensive artists to serve as symbols of joys and sorrows. Naturally
Bharathidasan takes- them up as a vehicle for conveying his ideas of Beauty.
The light of the bristling dawn and fatigued sunset sparkling on the restless
billows frets a beauty to absorb man’s mind. The scene of parrots on the
banyan tree is also an added beauty within the understanding of the ordinary
reader. The stanza ends quaintly with the influence of Beauty on the poet who
is kindled to distil his heartfelt joy in poetry.

The references in the second stanza are mostly to human beings and
human activities. The reference to the sparkling light in the second line and
the other reference to the beauty of the green fields are the two non-human
aspects in this stanza. The three human references have certain implications.
The first reference to the lustre in the baby’s eyes speaks of the Beauty in
innocence and the beauty of the nimble fingers of the garland-weaving maid
gives the Beauty of the ravishing freshness of youth with all its haunting joy.
This has an immediate appeal to the common reader with suggestiveness leading
to pensive abstraction of romantic Beauty. The third reference to the farmer
with the plough is the Beauty of human action, particularly embodied in the
very important activity of farming by which the farmer serves mankind at
large. It also indicates the life of a man whose life activity has become the
sacred activity ofefeeding people. He, who feeds, bestows life.

So, beginning with the pleasant innocence of a baby and passing through
the romantic freshness of a maiden, the stanza ends with the Beauty of the
irrefutable life-giving action of a farmer and the return to Beauty in the natural
scene of a green field. The Beauty here kindles a thrill in the sensitive hearts.
If the previous stanza is an imagination-endowed poetic fervency in the appeal
of Nature to the poet, the second is a picture of realistic Beauty in the day-to-day
experience of human life, something practical.



4 Journal of Tamil Studies

The third stanza again portrays Beauty enshrined in the natural objects,
animate and inanimate. It evinces the universal presence of Beauty and its
everlasting nature to sustain its charm which has the embalming quality by
which it gives currency to the dictum ‘A thing of Beauty is a joy forever’. In
the case of an artist Beauty becomes an everlasting experience in which his
attuned soul touches the sublime in art, whereas for a common man it is an
anodyne to cure the pricks and brambles of life. But man has to train his
mind to appreciate and absorb the Beauty of Nature. In the hardened way of
modern life with all its thickly woven artificialities and hurry man has to keep
open his mind to the breeze of Beauty in Nature for sanity in human life.

The last three lines of this stanza distinctly emphasise the three aspects
of the ‘Virgin Charm’, the necessity of an attuned mind to absorb Beauty and
the practical effect. The Virgin Charm’ closely resembles Keats’ description of
the urn in ‘Ode on A Grecian urn’ -- ‘unravished bride’.

The last lines of each of the three stanzas have certain implication.
‘The Damsel Beauty bestowed poetry fine’.

‘And stays in my heart to kindle lasting joy'.

‘And Beauty’s hold will surely cure all cares’.

These three lines by themselves evince a-progression of thought. The first
is the poet’s admiration of Beauty in the personified form of a ‘Damsel’ and
its power to kindle the aesthetic 8ense in-him to compose poems in praise of
it. It is the influence of Beauty on an artist. The second line goes beyond the
limits of art and touches life in that that Beauty perpetrates eternal joy to
man, while the last line of the third stanza lays bare the utility of Beauty as
a power to give consolation to man amidst his worries.

It may be also graded in this order; if the first is the implication of the
romantic imagination of a fervent youth, the second is the serene realistic
experience of a sane adult, while the third line is the consolation man has to
gain in the winter of his life.

The poem Alaku (‘Beauty’) is Bharathidasan’s testament of Beauty.

Of the succeeding 9 Pocms the last three differ from the proposed object
in that they are not strictly natural objects. The Poem Cirrar (‘Hamlet’) describes
certain village scenes but mostly devoted to human activities. The Poem also
discovers the Poets enthusiastic social consciousness. ‘The City’ (Pattanam) is a
symbol of persistent effort of man for material prosperity. While the poet speaks
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of the progress of modern life in trade and professions of varied nature, he
has not failed to take note of human foibles as addiction te drinking. To him
a hamlet is a symbol of sincere human labour, but a city gives scope to the
birth and growth of art. Moreover, city is a symbol of artificial life against the
spontaneoys surge of life in a village. He perceives the emergence of modern
life as an admixture of good and evil caused by human nature and side by
side is also the progressive tendency like the emancipation of woman in education.
Thus the poem runs with a mixture of all sorts of commission and omission
of human life in a city.

The third of the group and the last in the volume is a usual unreserved
exuberance of encomium. The Poem ‘Tamil’ is a distinct record of the Poet’s
Vehement opposition to the wrongs and atrocities committed to Tamil in the
course of history, together with the usual hyperbolic claims to Tamil of its
ancestry and greatness always found in over-shot enthusiasm. Perhaps this
attitude is necessitated by the corroding circumstance in which Tamil happens
to fall. To make the Tamils conscious of the individuality and greatness of
their language the poet has to blow the clarion call. A superficial glance at
the other Dravidian languages, succunibihg to the heavy influence of Sanskrit,
will adduce the need of the poet’s earnest fervour and appeal.

Obviously these poems are out of the circle of natural objects.

In the rest of the Nature poems the poet evinces keen observation and
often they are intermingled with fierce social consciousness. They are testimonials
to the poet’s power of concrete descriptions which will never fail the comprehensive
power of the common reader.

‘Katal’ (‘The Ocean’) is just a description of the play of sunrays at various
angles. While opening lines comparing the spread sands to the fur design of
a mongoose stands out beautifully, the next simile in the stanza has the taint
of artificiality. Yet the reference to the crab adds a familiar beauty. In the
personified ‘Karru’ (‘Breeze’) the poetic conversion of a natural event stands out
with ease and beauty:

When you blew with usual sensation sweet,

You saw my scripts and swept them away.

When asked, “Why did you sweep them away?”,

‘I swept the dust on them,” you said. Karru (The Breeze)

The common scientific truth finds a poetic expression in

Though I couldn’t ever see your shape so rare,
Each little movement thrills me with joy. Karru (The Breeze)
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The same idea undergoes a poetic transformatlon though it moves away
gradually from Nature:

Hé, who rejoices in his mother’s love,
Scarcely” sees it with his naked eyes;
And yet, is not it the universal love
That binds the living creatures of this world? Karru (The Breeze)

There are many deviations in the Poems from Nature to radical ideas and
Bharathidasan'is acclaimed ‘for his declamatory gusto of such radical principles.
A poet singing Nature can have a greater impact on the reader by keeping
open his imagination to lyrical feelings than yielding place to reason. It is not
anything wrong in a poet to entertain revolutionary ideas. Shelley harboured
obsessive revolutionary thoughts, but he gave to his imagination a freedom that
very well amalgamated reason with fine lyrical feelings. Bharathidasan is different
from Shelley in that that reason in the Tamil poet always dominates the artist.
As a rationalist and according to the enlisted principle in the preface to the
volume, Bharathidasan has a determination not to allude to anything achieved
in the past. This self-imposition curtails the free flow of imagination as the
poet has to consciously avoid any such flash of poetic creation. Therefore
everything in the poem is manipulated with reason. In poetic creation the
function of reason is confined to selection and arrangement of thought; the rest
is to be achieved by poetic imagination and not by reason.

The poet’s power of observation is best exemplified in the poem pura (‘The
Dove’) in which he describes the love life and chastity of the female bird with
‘great histrionic enthusiasm. A salient feature of all the poems in the volume
is the picturesque quality. There is crystal clear presentation which no sensitive
reader could fail to appreciate. Bheirathidasan’s very fine poetic acumen is best
vindicated in the stanza

A monkey clutched a dangling snake for root;

And as a flame-burnt child it leaps a fast

From branch to branch, as snakes there shone all roots-
And at top it looks at its own tail aghast. Al (The Banyan)

The stanza describes a single incident with dramatic movement ‘in quick
succession. Tke simile of the experience and. reaction of the child gives the
sudden jerk the monkey feels and its immediate response. It combines fear and
humour in the last line; the monkey fears to look at its own tail which looks
like a dangling serpent. There is unity of action which greatly enriches the
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artistic achievement. The dramatic and artistic presentation is a solemn evidence
to what the poet could have achieved with strong concentration on the subject
instead of indulging in forcing his revolutionary ideas.

In contrast to this stanza one shall cite another in which manipulating
hand is very obvious: ‘

An elephant breaks a tender tree,

While a cat ransacks the clustered owls,

A tiger makes its presence. felt;

‘A python’s potlike opened mouth

Scares all creatures to run amok;

A tender deer, there searching its mother,

Falls a prey to a hungry fox. Katu (The Jungle)

The stanza very objectively portrays the horrors of jungle indeed. The poet
may be credited for having packed so many incidents within a very few. lines;
but a discerning mind can feel the lack of unity that the previous quotation
manifests. While the previous stanza with- artistic perfection is a chemical
compound, this particular stanza stands only as a mixture.

It is usual to an artist, who has not restrained his artistic mind to reason,
to experience elation that surpasses the sense of reason to enjoy transcendental
delight. The delight of other artists is only artistic happiness within the limit
of their reason with sensory feelings. As for Bharathidasan we can claim the
latter artistic delight and not the transcendental experience. In the article,
‘Paratitacanil PulanarivuKatanta Iyal’ (Transcendentalism in Bharathidasan)
written by V.Unnamalai in the volume entitled ‘Paratitacan Zyvuk Kovai’ the
author claims transcendental experience to Bharathidasan and this claim is the
grossest blunder one shall ever think of attributing to Bharathidasan who would
have spurned such reading in his poetry. To the poet, a declared rationalist,
passing beyond senses is ridiculous. He perceived the world, not with the third
spiritual eye but with two physical eyes. Of course, as a poet he could not
have been blind to the charm of beauty around him. So he wrote nature poems
with the stark perception of a conscious artist and not as one given up to
transcendentalism.

Keats, noted for his picturesque description, cried for a life of sensation,
not of thought, and he is not a transcendentalist for the simple reason that
his feelings and delight rebound within his experience of senses. Similarly the
delight of Bharathidasan is within the verge of reason and not transcendental.
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It is worthwhile to see the experience and delight recorded by a transcendentalist
poet, namely, Wordsworth:

Of aspect more sublime; that blessed mood,

In which the burthen of the mystery, '

In which the heavy and the weary weight

Of all this unintelligible world,

Is lightened:- that serene and blessed mood,

In which the affections gently lead us on —

"Until, the breath of this corporeal frame

And even the motion of our human blood

Almost suspended, we are laid asleep

In body, and become a living soul:

While with an eye made quiet by the power

Of harmony, and the deep power of joy,

‘We see into the life of things

(Wordsworth:Tintern Abbey L.37-49.)

Surely Bharathidasan does not carry on such a search of the spirit. There
may be a temptation to quote the following stanza from Centamarai (The ‘Red
Lotus’) to substantiate the supposed transcendentalism of Bharathidasan.

Perceiving the golden spangles, soothing breeze
The pleasant smell, the beetles’ hum, the flowers
Clustering like speckled birds in thousands

I lost myself and lived in a world - of joy:

They, that are the cloyless Beauty’s dance.

The joy here expressed is not spiritual elation but an artistic delight, as
the experience felt’ by keats in his ‘Ode To A Nightingale’ where beautiful
descriptions of nature throb with human feeling at every touch. However, this
is not transcendentalism. ‘

In order to substantiate the claim the author of the said article quotes
several short passages in which there are invariable references to Tamil and
ascertains that the poet passing from Nature to think of Tamil is
transcendentalism. One of the quotations will itself prove the poet’s willing
preference to reason:

Did the sky sing? Or, the moon?
Or, is it the music of a Tamil
Playing on a flute in the air
Flying in a plane? Or, is it YAL?
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The poet with a poet’s eye questions the sky and the moon but his reason
pulls him down to confine it to a Tamil playing on a flute in the air flying
in a plane. Here you find the intrusion of his reason wrenching out or suppressing
his poetic imagination. Otherwise, he would not have made his Tamilian fly in
a plane. This is not transcendentalism and these are not lines from such a
pen.

Transcendentalism is a spiritual experience and insight that surpasses senses
and the power of reason. A rationalist by temperament, Bharathidasan never
evinced such spiritual elation in his poetic career in general. Further, he did
not have faith in such experiences and to read such 'implications in his poems
is a flagrant whimsicality. The author says. Bharathidasan surpasses ordinary.
level of experience and in his transcendental elation he rejoices rememberirig
Tamil. People in transcendental experience feel more of the identity of the self
with the universe (or universal spirit) and do not ruminate on things terrestrial.
Transcendentalism does not narrow down one’s views; it widens their feelings
and: universalises one’s perception. So, his poems are the work of a sensitive
artist and not of a transcendentalist to chart out spiritual labyrinth.

Though Bharathidasan’s desire to set an example to appreciate Nature
might not have much benefited the youngsters immersed in modern
entertainments, his point of avoiding the rut of tradition is a matter for reflection
on its wider implication and impact. It is not wise on the part of an artist,
especially when he has a long and rich tradition behind him, to avoid tradition.
Tradition is an aspect quite integrated into one’s self and emanating from each
individual of a society. To spurn tradition may play havoc to literature. The
salient features of old tradition may be renovated and set in a modern innovation
so that the old and the new will enrich each other. It all depends upon how
the elements are modified to suit the modern context without inhibiting the
artistic achievement. Further, avoidance of tradition by genuine artist is not an
easy job, particularly when the mind is saturated with tradition inherently,
unless one resists it with iron will as Bharathidasan does. The poem (Katu)
Jungle in the present volume smacks of Cankam poetic conventions, as the
presence of hunter and fissures of crocodile’s back. It may be answered that
the jungle and jungle life are not anything different from the ancient times.
But a new way of looking at_jungle can not be ruled out. There is nothing
wrong to admit it. Even the Hero-Heroine concept of Cankam love poetry is
utilised by the poets of the Bhakti cult that added new dimensions to devotional
poems.
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As regards prosody, Bharathidasan adopts the traditional metre, as
specifically mentioned in his preface; but in usage he has given flexibility to
the metre by his handling of diction which is neither pedantic nor watered to
common man’s language. This has helped the poet to keep up the rhythm
which is very essential to make a piece a real poem. Tamil being a qualitative
language, unlike the quantitative English, only the use of rhyme and alliteration
can help maintain rhythm which can be achieved in accent based English even
in ordinary prose. Bharathidasan has not failed to see it and therefore he
shows literary' prudence and sagacity in adopting Tamil prosody in
Alakin Cirippu.

The renown of Bharathidasan entirely depends more upon his vehement
radical social views and reforming zeal than on the poetic beauty, because
people in accordance with present political and social necéssity are attracted by
the poet’s biting vituperation with clannish affinity and his poetic qualities are
relegated to academic research work. The poet himself, had he nurtured his
spirit, at lest a little, as he nurtured his reason, would have emerged out of
the hardened shell and attained new heights by whish he would have substantially
served Tamil. “Again, though, in harmony with his avowed principle to make
reason supreme and be modern, his consistent conscious abhorrence and avoidance
of any classical, particularly any mythological allusions and reference to even
ancient Tamil literature may immensely be commended, it should be noted that
his avoidance of such poetic devices has blunted the poignancy of his poetic
imagination, and consequently his achievement. Any writer knows well the artistic
use and forceful effect of driving home an idea by allusions. It gives crispness
and an immediate appeal to the imagination of the reader, unfolding” depths of
meaning and artistic pleasure and serves as perennial inspiration to the
succeeding generation of writers.

The poet has consciously suppressed his philosophic abstraction and chosen
to live on material plane where he found work enough to reform people. His
affinity to the clan and his impelling desire to rouse this docile people to active
participation in the social emancipation would have obliterated his philosophic
bent. Yet his poetic faculty is not marred entirely by it because the poetic
figment in him is as much ~adaptive to realistic life as was his mind to religious
fervour in his early days of poetic career.

Bharathidasan’s Alakin Cirippu is a documented experiment on Nature poetry
in Tamil on modern lines with strong predilection to rationalistic approach.



THE REBEL AS HERO : BHARATHIDASAN’S USEA OF MYTH
P.MARUDANAYAGAM

As a rationalist of the Dravidian Movement led by Periyar E.V.Ramasamy,
Bharathidasan had no faith in God, distrusted religion and attacked all the
puranas, legends myths and rituals associated with Hinduism, while as a
Romanticist he stressed the potential power and good in human nature. A
relentless attack on the personal God, institutional’zed religion, superstitions
and a glorification of the human being as the very centre of all life and all
experience characterize his poems, dramas, and short stories. The Vedas and
the Upanishads, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata were anathema to him
as he firmly believed that they came into being to promote the interests of
the Aryans and to denigrate the Dravidians. The Ramayana, especially, came
under heavy fire since Kampan’swork was gaining, during his time, increasing
attention as a repository of the Hindu faith. The leaders of the Self-Respect
Movement conceded its greatness as a work of art but severely. condemned it
on the ground that it perpetrated the myth of Brahmin superiority presenting
the Aryan Rama as a great hero and. the Dravidian Ravanan as a despicable
vﬂlam :

Bharathidasan never missed an opportunity to assail the Ramayanam.
“Cancwz Parvatattin Caral” is a full-length satiric attack on one of the episodes
in the epic which eulogises Anuman’s physical strength displayed in his carrying
the Sanjivi hill over a long distance to help Rama save the lives of his companions
including llakkuvan. It is an exquisite narrative poem ridiculing the Tamils’
blind faith in the tale and its import and lampooning the Kathakalakshepam
exponents, who, in order to earn their livelihood, wax eloquent over the story
proclaiming its veracity. The setting enables the poet to include a few broadsides
on all the Puranas and religious works:

“Mighty tombs of Puranas to perpetuate splits!
Fitting Ithihasas that favour caste-quarrels!”

“What can these fables feigned do?-
Can they shake a single sesame seed?”

“Now only do I know there is on earth
A tale enervating called Ramayana;
Now only do I realise there exist
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Selfish historians selling stories false
Causing the country’s degeneratlon

The poet uses the Ramayanam episode to- drive home the message that
the country won’t prosper if its teeming millions are going to cherish so many
of their superstitions. Towards the end of the poem, Kuppan becomes the poet’
mouthpiece when he asks:

“Of what avail is the large population of thirty three crores in
this big nation which can boast of the great Himalayas, the
perennial Ganges, the grand Potiyai in the sweet Tamilnadu,
paddy fields, sugarcane plantations and plenty of fruit-bearing
trees? Of what use are its natural resources? When will its
stupid, endless sleep vanish? When will it prosper?”

' The reader of the poem may not think that the poet has chosen a wrong
subject for attack if he remembers what Aldous Huxley wrote in 1926 on what
happened in Varanasi on the occasion of the solar eclipse of which he was an
eye-witness:

“To save the sun (which might, one feels, very safely be left to look after
itself) a million of Hindus will assemble on the banks of the Ganges. How
many, I wonder, would assemble to save India? An immense energy which, ‘if
it could be turned into political channels, might liberate and transform the
country, is wasted in the name of imbecile superstitions. Religion is a luxury
which India, in its present condition, cannot possibly. afford. India will never
be free until the Hindus and the Muslims are as rapidly enthusiastic about
their religion as we are about the Church.of England. If I were an Indian
millionaire, I would leave all my money for the endowment of an Atheist Mission.”

In two of his short poems, Bharathidasan evinces keen interest in projecting
the image of Ravanan as a great Tamil hero. In Virattamilan (The Heroic
Tamil) he defends the deeds of Ravanan and condemns Viinan as a tramor:

I see the south; words fail me utterly.

My heart and shoulders swell with soaring pride!
The warrior-Tamil, once lord of Lanka!

Famed in all the ten directions of his faces!

With shoulders that lift hills and hands that give,
The" dreaded god of death to fox-like foes!

My Tamil ancestor! My Tamil Leader!

Ravana the great! This world knows his name!
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If Ravanan was ashamed of anything, it was of being the elder brother
of ‘V'igzu}ag who, in the poet’s view, was a disgrace to the entire Tamil
community. A fair fighter never resorting to foul :strategies even while facing
death, Ravanan is a great musician, whose tongue utters the four Tamil Vedas.
All genuine Tamils have to praise him; those who forget to do it are rogues.
In the final stanza of the poem, Bharathidasan exhorts the Tamils not only to
arise, awake and do heroic deeds to spread Tamil but to be vengeful and fight
fiercely against all forces symbolising conspiracy, villainy and jealousy. And one
of their prime tasks should, of course, be to sing the glory of Ravanan’s name.

“Unnai Virkate” (Don’t sell yourself), besides being a tribute to Ravanan,
mounts a scathing attack on the cowards who pay only lip service to the
country but are frightened of fighting for its freedom. He avers: “I shall sing
the glory of Ravanan of Lanka of the South and of ’I‘uriyar_l'deemed a devil
though others may utter bitter words against them. Even if Turiyotanan are
legion in this land of inaction, I shall rise to slay the yama if he friFs to kill
them.

“It is not mean to translate one’s thoughts into deeds; it is the glory of
the race of heroes! The warrior’s prime virtue is not to surrender at the feet
of the foe. Turiyotanan and Ravanan were not cowards to suffer others ruling
our land cherished with infinite love in our hearts. This is the virtue demanded
from the descendants of Bharath.

“It is for the sake of the gentle hearted Rama that Vitanan’s alliance with
Rama is praised though the former was a traitor to his community born to be
mocked at by the whole world. I will tell the assembly of great men that till
this nation learns to treat with contempt abject surrender for the sake of a
life of ease and comfort there is no redemption for it. Those whose hearts are
full of genuine love for this land of Bharata Matha, whose deeds of valour are
inspired by their hearts’ desires, will win my love and praise even if they are
blind and dumb. It is villainous to change one’s principles. I will say that the
educated who hide themselves like foxes are dumb, deaf and deformed.”

In this poem written before Bharathidasan lost his faith in the oneness
of India as a nation, he praises Ravanan and Turiyotanan for having been true
to their hearts. The poet’s romantic leanings are evident in his glorification of
their steadfast love for liberty and of their rejection of thoughts of surrender
at the cost of their own lives. Here one would be reminded of Shelley’s view
of Milton’s Satan:
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“Nothing can exceed the energy and magnificence of the character of Satan
as expressed in Paradise Lost. It is a mistake to suppose that he could ever
have been intended for the popular personification of evil ... Milton’s devil as
a moral being is as far superior -to his God, as one who perseveres in some
purpose which he has conceived to be excellent in spite of adversity and torture,
is to one who in the cold security of undoubted triumph inflicts the most
horrible revenge upon his enemy...Milton has so far violated the popular creed
@(f this shall be judged to be a violation) as to’ have alleged no superiority of
moral virtue to his god over his devil.”

Shelley and Bharathidasan praise Milton’s Satan and Kampan’s Ravanan
respectively for their courage, majesty, and determined opposition to omnipotent
force. Ignoring the popular view again, they accord a higher place to two other
rebels. The great English romantic poet views Prometheus as “the type of the
highest perfection of moral and intellectual nature, ifnpelled by the purest and
the truest motives to the best and noblest ends.” He prefers Prometheus to
Satan because “the former is susceptible of being described as exempt from the
taints. of ambition, envy, revenge, and a desire for personal aggrandisement,
which, in the hero of Paradise Lost, interfere with the interest.” The Tamil
poet, on the other hand, honours Iraniyan by making him the hero of a great
prose drama. Bharathidasan’s Ireniyan Allatu Inaiyarra Viran presenting a rebel
of the Hindu mythology as a benefactor of the Tamils deserves to be compared
with Shelley’s Prometheus Unbound portraying a rebel of the Greek mythology
as a benefactor of the entire human race.

In “Ode to Liberty”, a poem composed in 1820 and published, with
Prometheus Unbound, in the same year, Shelley writes,

Oh, that the free would stamp the impious name
Of King into the dust! or write it there,

So that this blot upon the page of fame

were as a serpent’s path, which the light air
Erases, and the flat sands close behind!

Oh, that the wise from their bright minds would kindle
such lamps within the dome of this dim world,

That the pale name of Priest might shrink and dwindle
Into the hell from which it first was hurled,

A scoff of impious pride from fiends impure.
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In Prometheus Unbound itself, he paints a luxurious picturé of the
felicities which would succeed the destruction of the cormipt social, religious
and political order. During this happy period,

“Thrones’ were Kingless, and men walked
One with the other, even as spirits do .

»

When thrones, altars, judgment-seats and prisons. are all destroyed, men
shall

Look forth
In triumph o’er the palaces and tombs
Of those who were their conquerors, mouldering around.

Religion, which he calls“ a dark yet mighty faith, a power as wide as is
the world it wasted ..” would then have vanished. At this joyous period,

“The loathsome mask has fallen; the man remains
Séeptreless, free, uncircumscrib’d, but man

Equal, unclass’d, tribeless, and nationless,

Exempt from awe, worship — the King over himself.”

“And women too, frank, beautiful, and kind,

As the free heaven,.which rains fresh light and dew
On the wide earth; — gentle radiant form,

From custom’s evil taint, exempt and pure.

As is well-known, monarchy, religion, and superstition are the major targets
of Bharathidasan’s attack also and woman’s emancipation is a subject dear to
his heart. In poem after poem these themes are dealt with in a vast variety
of settings and poetic forms.

Shelley knew that Prometheus Unbound the lost drama by Aeschylus
dramatised the reconciliation of Jupiter with his victim Prometheus as the price
of the reveiation of the danger to his empire by the consummation of his
marriage with Thetis. But Shelley was not interested in framing his story on
this model as he hated the feeble catastrophe of reconciling the champion of
mankind with its oppressor. He felt that “the moral interest of the fable, which
is so powerfully sustained by the sufferings and endurance of Prometheus would
be annihilated if we could conceive of him as unsaying his high language and
quailing before his successful and perfidious adversary.” There is, therefore, a
reworking of the myth by Shelley in whose version Prometheus is presented
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as a relentless fighter bringing about the downfall of the tyrant Juplter with
the help of Demogorgon.

In Kampan’s Ramayanam the story of Iraniyan is a marvellous episode as
it epitomizes the story of Ravanan himslef. It is told by Vitanan who is pictured
by Kampan as the most enlightened of the three brothers and as an
uncompromising champion of truth. He wants his mighty brother to learn a
valuable lesson from. the life of Iraniyan, who fell because of his arrogant
refusal to accept the supremacy of Lord Vishnu. That Kampan can be as rapid
as he can be slow is evident in the one hundred and seventy five stanzas
narrating breathtakingly the absorbing tale 'of the conflict between the pious
Pirakalatan and his atheist father. All the great boons conferred on the mighty
giant‘ do not come to his rescue when he loses his fight against his own child
at whose prayer Lord Vishnu makes his appearance as Narasimha and tears
the haughty king to pieces. Bharathidasan sees in the episode an ideal conflict
between religion and atheism, between superstition and rationalism, between
the ¢unning Aryans and the brave but innocent Tamils. In this story he finds
the epitome of the epic battle between the Aryans and the more civilized
Dravidians who finally had to succumb to the cowardly but unscrupulous aliens.

Iraniyan as portrayed by Bharathidasan, very much like Prometheus, is
the very personification of magnanimity. He is absolutely fearless though
‘surrounded by a large group of wily Aryans who are successfully poisoning the
minds of his Tamil subjects. A kind husband, a loving father and a generous
leader, he listens to the. pleadings of his wife, waits for the reformation of his
son, forgives the Aryan lady who is caught red-handed while attempting to kill
him and allows his commander-in-chief to go scot-free even though the. latter
tells him a lie crediting the Aryans with supernatural powers. Iraniyan is all
the time worried about the sea of blind faith which is threatening to engulf
the Tamil country and about the possible wiping out of Tamil Culture, Tamil
tradition and Tamil literature by the Aryan machinations. His cup of sorrow
is full when his own son falls a prey to them and turns against him. He
makes a few moving speeches exhorting the Tamils not to be foolishly misled
bv the Aryans.

Iraniyan: (To his courtiers) “Respected elders! I hope that no Tamil with
the Tamil blood running in his veins will be ensnared by the wicked Aryans.
We know how the Aryans creating conflicts and confusion have brought many
kingdoms in this country under their control. Wherever they are influential,
they have been attempting to destory and tamper with the ancient Tamil writings
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and to black out the Tamil civilization. In this kingdom also they have all
been working together with a single aim and purpose. I know very well that
though my physical strength has been striking terror into.the hearts of all the
kings it may not stand the test of the inhuman villainy of the Aryans. As a
‘human being, I also feel ashamed of the cowardly Aryan eunuchs who won’t
hesitate to shoot arrows from behind! No Tamil will be prepared to lose even
an iota of his human nature. Let me challenge the Aryans to face me in a
straight fight heroically like decent human beings. '

I do not mind all of them coming together along with Narayanan and the
other Devas they speak of. But as théy happen to be cunning foxes and timid
hermaphrodites, they may capture this world by hook or crook; they may rule
the world casting a spell over the entire human race. However, the fact that
they hit at the backs of the Tamils will be remembered till the world lasts.

(The courtiers clap their hands)

Not only this. These Aryans may kill me by foul means. But I will say
that the world won’t forget the heroism of the Tamil hero called Iraniyan.
Later, the Aryans may tarnish my image and that of the Tamil heroes by
their fables giving false accounts. But I hope the future generations of rationalist
‘Tamils will find out the truth. None can put an end to the daily increase in
the number of rationalists among th‘e Tamils.”

This is the message of Irar}iyér_l as well as of the author of the drafha
But Bharathidasan’s ‘p'ropagandist zeal does not in any way mar the prose
drama as a work of art. Consisting of fifteen brief scenes, it never loses its
grip over the “attention of the reader. Besides Iraniyan who wins our sympathy
and love very early in the play, there are a few successful portréij;s. ‘The army
chief who is first blinded by his desire to win the hand of an Aryan lady and’
his ambition to become the ruler of the Tamil country redeems himself ﬁnally
by killing her and sacrificing his own tainted life. Cittirapanu, a pawn in the
hands of her Aryan Kith and Kin, is able to deceive the gullible Pirakalatan
effortlessly but what makes. her memorable is her readiness to do .anything for
her community leading to her own death. These characters leave lasting
impressions upon the reader’s mind and it should be said to the credit of
Bharathidasan’s skill in characterization that they became the archetypes on
whom the characters in many later novels and dramas of the writers belonging
to the Dravidian Movement were modelled.
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If we are to look for an edifying and illuminating parallel to Bharathidasan’s
portrayal of Iraniyan in the writings of the Western romanticists, we may find
it in Shelley’s presentation of Prometheus though the two dramas are more
unlike than like each other. Bharathidasan’s Iraniyan free “from the taints of
ambition, envy, revenge and a desire for personal aggrandisement” is closer to
Shelley’s Prometheus than to Milton’s -Satan or to Byron’s Cain. Thevplay- by
She]]ey, considered “a vast wilderness of beauty”, witnesses to Shelley’s lyrical
rather than to his dramatic genius. Shelley himself calls it a lyrical drama.
Its dramatis personae include the phantasm of Jupiter, the spirit of the earth,
the spirit of the moon, spirits, echoes, fauns and furies. Prometheus is perhaps
the only ‘character’ in the full sense of the term; others are abstractions. The
fourth act is but a sustained lyric praising the brave new world. Shelley’s
revolutionary idealism finds its most eloquent expression here. His chief aim is
to forecast that man alone can improve his status, becoming happier and wisér
if he develops the virtues of love and forgiveness:

To suffer woes which Hope thinks infinite;

To forgive wrongs darker than death or night:
To defy power, which seems omnipotent;

To love and bear, to hope till Hope creates
From its own wreck the ’thing it contemplates;
Neither to change, nor falter, nor repent;
"This, like thy glory, Titan, is to be

Good, great and joyous, beautiful and free;
This is alone Life, Joy, Empire and Victory.

Though Prometheus Unbound is feeble as a drama, Shelley’s achievement
as a spontaneous myth-maker is evident in his use of the Prometheus myth
presenting the great Titan as a great representative of mankind. He wages a
self-less war against Jupiter, the guiding power behind evil institutions, the
essence of orthodoxy and reaction, the chief enemy of man’s aspirations. His
willingness to forgive even Jupiter whom he once cursed, “a necessary prelude
to liberation”, reveals his greatness:

“Disdain! Ah no! I pity thee. What ruin

Will hunt thee undefended through wide Heaven!
How will thy soul, cloven to its depth with terror,
Gape like a hell within! I speak in grief,

Not exultation, for I hate no more,
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As then ere misery made me wise 1he curse
Once breathed on thee I would recall.”

His union with Asia indicates that man will have to combine wisdom,
tolerance and endurance with love and creative power and live in harmony
with Nature.

It is claimed by the admirers of Shelley that “ia Prometheus Unbound
he succeeds in working his moral, political and philosophical ideals into a well-knit
poetic theme. He also successfully fuses the two sides of his nature, the rational
and the emotional, which had inspired Queen Mab and Alastor.

Bharathidasan also succeeds to a large extent in giving an artistic expression
to his principles and contentions in Iraniyan Allatu Inaiyarra Viran. Maurice
Bowra observes that in Prometheus Unbound, “the old quarrel of poetry and
philosophy is healed and the pallid abstractions of analytical thought take on
the glow and the glory of visible things.” But Shelley’s success in this direction
is not total. There are passages in which philosophy remains as philosophy and
does not become poetry. And the charge of obscurity has also been justly levelled
against a few passages. Bharathidasan’s poems and prose writings are
characterised by a simple and clear language and his favourite themes do not
warrant any Complex metaphysical discussions. Nor is he interested in any
abstract analysis for its own sake. Even when he rejects the belief in God and
expresses his contempt for Hinduism, he does not care to build up his arguments
in a subtle manner. He prefers hammer blows and slaps on the face to ambivalent
statements and undercutting ironies. Yeats felt that Shelley’s drama has a certain
place among the sacred books of the world and to Herbert Read it is “the
greatest expression ever given to humanity’s desire for intellectual light and
spiritual liberty.” Though Bharathidasan’s drama may not win such recognition,
it is as successful as Shelley’s Prometheus Unbound in its use of an ancient
myth investing it with contemporary significance in as much as it became the
progenitor of a host of novels, poems and dramas in Tamil dramatizing the
confrontation between the Aryans and the Dravidians through similar characters
and situations.



EVOLUTION OF THE CONCEPT OF GOD IN BHARATHIDASAN
P. PARAMESWARAN

Bharathidasan, the Revolutionary poet of Tamilnadu was born on 29-4-1891
and died on 21-4-1964. In his life-span of 73 years we can recognize three
distinct phases so far as his concept of God is concerned. Briefly stated, during
the first thirty years of his life he was pious and religious, having faith in
God and religion. In about 1928 he came under the spell of Periyar
E.V.Ramasamy, a great social reformer of Tamilnadu and became an atheist
like E.V.R.himself, and later, he grew into an agnostic. Finally, during the last
fourteen years, he began to believe in one God.

The object of this article is to examine these three distinct phases in his
life in some detail. When Subburathinam (the name given to Bharathidasan by
his parents) studied in a school in Pondicherry, his native place, one of his
earliest teachers was Thiruppulichamy Ayya who was well-versed in Tamil and
Telugu. This teacher was a Vaishnavite. He taught ‘Tiruppavai to his pupils.
In the pre-dawn days in the Markali month he would perform bhajans. During
the Masimakam festival, the bhajan party would go on in a singing procession
through the streets of Pondicherry. Subburathinam was the leader of the students.
His sweet voice and intense devotion in singing religious songs earned a good
name for his teacher’s bhajan party. Further, during festival days like Saraswathi
Puja, Ayutha Puja etc., they staged plays. in which our poet would play the
leading role.

During Subramania Bharati’s stay in Pondicherry from 1908 to 1918,
Subburathinam was his close associate. Bharati’s affirmation of “There is no
caste”, more than anything else in Bharati, drew Subburathinam to Bharati so
strongly that he took on for himself the name of Bharathidasan, meaning a
salve (in love and affection) of Bharati. Emulating Bharati and at his command,
he sang the song ‘EnkenkukaninumCaktiyata. This song also bcspeilks “his piety
and patriotism. (His first book of poems, “Mayilam Cuppiramaniyar Tutiyamutu”
saw publication in 1926). He was writing pious and patriotic poems and publishing
them in his journal Tecacevakam, a weekly, in 1922 and 1923.

Bharathidasan kept on writing poems in such a vein till he happened to
hear a public speech of Periyar E.V.Ramasamy, a great social reformer of
Tamilnadu, at' Pondicherry and came under his spell. During this second phase
in his life which lasted for two decades from 1928 he changed from being a
Congress revolutionary, patriot, devotee of God and became a fervent follower
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of Periyar E.V.R. and active member of the Self-Respect Movement. As a
rationalist leader, he moved intimately with the rationalist pioneers like
Kuttucikurucami, Ma.Cinkaravelar, PaCivanantam andCamiCitamparanar. Then he
began to propagate rationalistic thoughts and earn the appellation
“Puratcikkavi” (“Revolutionary Poet”) from the people. That during this second
phase of his life he turned into an atheist and agnostic is borne out by many
poems ’among which the poem, “Katavul Marc tar” (‘God vanished’),
(Paratitacan Kavitaikal (1938) - Vol.1, p.183, and reprinted in Paratitacan
Kavitaikal (1949) Vol.2, p.130) and the poem “KatavulukkuValUntu” (‘God has
a tail) (Paratitacan Kavitaikal Vol.2, p.131) may be quoted in full:
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GOD VANISHED!

In the midnight slumber
were wife and children;

bade I farewell to them;
sans interference

approached I the huge
world yclept thought.

Came before me one.
Looking at me, repeated he,



29 Journal of Tamil Studies

Tm god, I'm god’

“Some say ‘no’; others, ‘yes’;
I don’t care about you at all,”

said I. “If there’s a wall
there is one who built it.

See this world and know

I exist too, ”said god.

“Oh weighty god, who's your
sculptor? Show me,” said I
God vanished! O my
motherland that has seen

sane rationalism!. '
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GOD HAS A TAIL!

The god unseen is

a black monkey called.
Suspended is a '

ring from its tail.
Swinging in it is a

donkey yclept religion.
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Hangs a mere urchin
fanatic caste called
like a bat on the
tail of the monkey,
perplexes the world
by glowing afire the sky.

Exploit theists like this
for their livelihood.

Cut we off god’s tail

- root and branch before

the world gets scorched,
relieved would be the

sky-scraping god’s burden,
would get destroyed the
ever-burning fire
of caste and religion.
- This is my view, O my
country lovely and gr-

Further, his essays 1. . w.avai Muracu’ like ‘s_qemers i1 oflsvene. s_qer
Cupmed pL_dgb HuTemsmartu QapsSGprn. 22-12-1930. (We don’t curse God. We
hate only the obscenities perpetrated in His name’); ‘s_oer o esirm?"* 25-5-
1931 (‘Does God exist?); ‘s.qer GaeingwSeiene. 8-6-1931 (‘We don’t need god’);
‘Yo Ss0w oy Pows Ca@ssg. 20-7-1931 (‘Theism only has spoiled our intellect’);
‘sLaquor ebmejiqur? 16-11-1931 (Is God a Creator?”) and ‘gyimsyw Gsuaepd
Qereir_r@UiL g8, 22-2-1932 (Child and god thrive only with their admirers’)
prove that he is an atheist and agnostic. In the first essay referred to aboge,
he calls theists idiots, and in the last essay, he proclaims himself an atheist.
In fact, when he attended a conference of the Self-Respect movement under
the Presidentship of Ma.Singaravelar on 31-2-1933 at the Whites Memorial
Building he wrote ‘I am a permanent atheist’ in the Attendance Register and
signed his name. Even in the essays referred to above, he pleads for service,
to humanity which, according to him, tantamounts to service to the theists’ so-
called god.
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The third and last phase in his concept of god gains strength from 1948
onwards. In the  poem, ‘Katal mér  Kumilikal’, published in
Paratitacan Kavitaikal Vol.3, (1955), p.87, he writes: - e
&M S o eirGL_eiGLimib! 2 (parerrggin LG
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. Let’s say there is ome god
let’s deny idol worship
If only religion goes
go -all existing fights.

Further; in the poem, Errappallu ) Paratttacan Kavitaikal Vol.3
(1955) p.151, he affirms:
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There is one god, brother
in the truth-known land.

It has no name,brother,’
it has no wife too.

It has no car, brother,
it has no child.
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All peopfe are its children,
it is the seed for all!

One god exists, brother,
it has no form at all!

The dumpe.d\ cowdung, brother,
There is no god there

God is not dwarf, brother,
it isn’t in the temples.

Moreover, in the poem, Tér_zaruvi (1954, p.24), he expresses:

eaiGp ywrew Gealldene

soaeTawre G gl

star pQ a7 - siflphesr Q& meveney

wphssT JSdoaur ubsBhss OsTeme?
There isn’t more than one caste
There isn’t more than one god
Forgetting these words of the Tamils
Experience we all the troubles.

However, even in this last phase of his life, he has condemned god in
rather strong terms: ‘

Csl ps@s Qaua@uer Gplurd - ymss
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rearaar Gpearapd Sp - @it
gpums BOsSSH gHUSD Glbme

Evil is the name of god

To beg or cringe it isn’t

the Tamils’ principle. »

To call one god and trouble

accept our Tamil rejects.

These lines are from Paratitacan Panmanittiral, p.67, — .a book published.
in the year when he shuffled off his mortal coil!.

Prof. ATS.Gnanasambandam, in his book, “Inraiya Ilakkiyarn"’, (p.106) affirms
that the poet from the first to the last had been a devotee of god and his
piety was pure, deep and not to be easily seen by others. From the foregoing,
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we can see that this is totally a wrong reading of the mind of the revolutibnary
poet.

Dr.M.Varadarajan in his “Tamil IlakkiyaVaralaru” ( p.335) judges the poet
aright when he writes that not believing in god, he has opposed the old orthodox
religious beliefs in his writings. '

Dr.N.Sanjeevi, in his article, ParatiyumParatitacanum (Paventar Panalam
1988, p.35), has succeeded in portraying the true mind of Bharathidasan in
this respect. He says that Bharati is an inveterate enemy of superstitions. But
he differentiated superstition and belief in religious truth. But such a distinction
is almost absent in Bharathidasan. It is true that once in a while, he seems
to echo a Tirumantiram of Tirumilar, ‘One caste, one god’. On that score, if one
being afraid of the truth, were to strive to establish the revolutionary poet as
a theistic poet by ‘orgetting and ‘hiding’ all the poems like
KatavulMaraintar and even if he condemns those who do not agree with his
view as ‘morons’, we would rather say that the poet has no belief in god.

" THe translation of the poems in this article is mine



SOCIAL CONSCIOUSNESS IN BHARATHIDASAN’S KUTUMPAVILAKKU
V.VEERASAMI

An individual is a drop in the ocean of mankind. In the evolutionary
process, man starts family life after a span of community life. Many individuals
constitute a family in which the units are the husband, wife and their children
and many such families make a cemmunity.

In the development of the community the individual’s role is significant.

Individual - Family —» Community

The role of the individual in community and that of the community in
individual’s life is a basic socioloegical truth.

The essence of the highest peak of Tamil civilization lies in ‘Tirukkurja!’
in which the importance of family life is emphasised and the significant role
played by the three units of family iie. husband, wife and children is emphasised
in the first part of the ‘text. It shows the regular development of the family
as the foundation of the human society. On the basis of this ideal growth
Bharathidasan created his ‘KutumpaVilakku'.

‘KutumpaVilakku’ emphasises the duty of an individual and his responsibility
to society and his ability to rectify his mistakes in the social as well as family
life. With this introduction, this essay tries to explain the social consciousness
depicted in ‘KutumpaVilakkw'. In one way it will help trace out the feelings of
the poet in his other works.

The first part of ‘KutumpaVilakku’ is ‘A day’s incidents’. It is a well
chiselled piece of art describing the part played by the individual and family
in discharging the duty through the thoughts, feelings and deeds of the characters:
-in ‘KutumpaVilakkw’, formed and controlled by the shorter time limit of a day.
The head of the family does not attach exclusive importance to his wife and
children alone; he is the protector of his old parents too. By giving due respect
to the old legacy of his family he supports the merit of the joint family system
through which he wants to strengthen the order of the society. The present
day society shows the shattering of the family system into pieces throwing away
the older people out of the family. Giving no respect to them the new head
of a family thinks the old head and his encumbrance as a heavy burden.
Selfishness rules the present day order and shows no respect to old parents
who sweat by the brow to build up the future of their children and gave the
required strength and ability to hold the headship of the family. Knowing fully
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well about this unwanted condition of the diseased mentality of the cruel human
beings the lady of ‘KutumpaVilakkuw nursed her sick father-in-law and
mother-in-law with medicines and gave the suitable food for them. When the
unexpected guests arrived she received them with due love and respect, informed
the elder members of the family about their arrival and got instructions from
them to prepare the feast for the guests. This kind of life represents a higher
family order and social consciousness against the single family system. No doubt
the last part of the text describes the due respect for the elder members of
~ the family. When the first day ends the lady of the family does not show
interest in calculating the family expenditure but she asks her husband “What
have we done for the social welfare, though we add things one by one continuously
for our own betterment” (‘KutumpaVilakku’P.30).

This way of questioning reveals in general the attitude for doing many
things for the welfare of one’s family and in ‘particular encourages the mentality
of protecting the welfare of the ccmmunity too. '

Society is a non stopping, ever runring brook. By bring up good children,
family will help the growth of the society. It is the responsibility of the society
to recognize the efforts of the people. A Family’s healthy and intelligent children
enrich the growth of the society, and improve its future. This kind of encouraging
the good children of the family is shown by giving prizes to the best children
of Manavalakar and Tharkam, the major characters of ‘KutumpaVilakku’. The
reason for offering prizes to the children is that those kids will shoulder the
responsibility of the family like the aerial roots of an old banyan tree.

The smaller unit of society is the individual nurtured by the family which
is praised by -the society. When the society recognize the family it is just
watering the seedlings. Offering prizes to good children will reflect the social
consciousnéss to cultivate the future generation. This remarkable feeling is also
evident-in ‘One day’s Incidents’. If a society wants to grow, it must rear good
children, through the family. This mutual respect is shown by family and society.
Even the good deeds of an individual and family are recognized by society, to
which no doubt it is a bound duty. This duty consciousness of society is
emphasized in the works of Bharathidasan. Social duty and family feélings help
each other. A part helps the whole and the whole encourages its parts for
helping its growth and rejuvenating its process.

When there is no relationship or connection between individuals then the
life will be a puppet show. If the families dine together with their guests there
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will be bright cooperation increasing love and pleasant togetherness among them.
Love and sweet words are the good quality and action of a family life. Respecting
the guests will give new spirit to the units' of the family and develop good
relationships leading to marriages. Feasting will not only be joyful but also
pave the way for a new life. The second part of ‘KutumpaVilakkw' is about
hospitality. o

~One can question the relationship between the long conversations available
in this ‘portion and the feast to the guests. It is accepted that if anything
receives indifferently the affected party will leave the scene immediately. Speaking
warm words to the guests will enrich the social feelings. This opinion is stressed
by the long conversations of the grand old man in this second part of the text.
His statement gives suitable replies to the questions raised for the sake of the
important features of the growth of the society.

If we do service to all souls with immense love then joy will - flourish
(K.V. P.57). '

If we want to get that joy will it be available without relinquishing the
world is a question. Family life and ascetic life are two stages established by
ancient customs. When the doubt arises about the capability of the stage by
which the welfare of the community is enriched the grand old man answers. "

The pure joy will come out of the worldly relationship not by ascetic life.
It is true that the statements supporting ‘Sanyasam’ are unwise. They will say
that those who know will not reveal but those who reveal will not know. In
order to offer explanation about this he will continue his talk about Asrams.
The listing of the misdeeds of such Ashrams will prove the uselessness of
Sanyasam. On the other hand he supports family life and his main theme is
obvious in his statement: ‘I live for the welfare of the world. (K.V. P.62).

If education and health improve character will grow and dependence on
social political and economical fields will be destroyed. Scientific outlook will
spread. Even the hard regulations on love will -change. Enough children will
be nourished. The healthy feelings towards world service will grow (K.V. P.66).
At this stage protecting the individual condition and family betterment will take
care of themselves. Even this limit is not marked to the satisfaction of the
grand old man. He wants ‘all people to work for the world brother-hood’ (K.V.
P.68). This progressive thought emphasises that married "life protects the
individuality and family benefits for giving a helping hand to the social volunteers.
Family life guarded by marriage ceremonies will help the growth of social
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consciousness. This is the basic view of the grand old man in the second part
of ‘KutumpaVilakkw. This approach reveals the nature of Bharathidasan
supporting the family life not fixed to the area of selfishness but to the world
~ fraternity leading towards social common benefits.

Most of the middle class women spent their lives in the kitchens. The
first - and second parts of ‘KutumpaVilakkw' reflect this life without any
exaggeration. Whether a lady should die in the kitchen is the question asked
both by woman the smaller unit and community the larger unit. This question
was answered by the Lady of ‘KutumpaVilakku'.

‘The law in Tamil Nadu tells that bound duty of the women is to cook
food and the job of cooking is the fittest one for good mothers. This ‘law’
must be renounced at once. Education for women, we want immediately’.
KV P.71).

. This is the statement given by the Lady of ‘KutumpaVilakku'. A defect in
the smaller unit w111 affect the larger unit. If-it is like that the unsuitable
law of the larger unit will do more harm to the smaller unit. The poet shows
Education for women is the right way to remove the defect. This reflects the
righteous feeling from the broad mindedness of the poet.

Religious and caste differences are the sources of evils. They command the
women to do cooking like slaves. Even in our country the way of cooking is
unchanged without applying any modern methods, and it is also due to customs
dictated by religions and castes. Women also know this truth. Awareness of
this is the first step to freedom. No external force will induce people to raise
against authoritarianism. This truth regarding social consciousness will enrich
the good feelings to eradicate the religions and‘ caste differences. When'they
destroy the life of the individual it is better to remove them earlier. This idea
is propagated by the poet in this second part of ‘KutumpaVilakku'.

There is another social injustice in Pondicherry was noted by
‘KutumpaVilakku’. One person is pulling-a man sitting in a rickshaw. This kind
of ‘beautiful’ rickshaw is not seen in the small villages like Villiyanur. ‘Why
it is not? a young boy questions in ‘KutumpaVilakkw. The difference between
the rich and poor is the answer giving full explanations for that question. As
a straight answer the Poet gives in the following lines:

The man who pulls -is poor
The man who is pulled is rich (KV p.75).
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Knowledge shows the:reasons for the social evils. Rational approach will
remove them. This approach leads man to come to a conclusion that

The poor and rich become one

On that day one man will not pull another
If that day comes motor cars and carts
Pulled by animals will carry men. (K. V. 76).

In these lines the poet desires to abolish the cruel way of travelling by
pulling carts. On the other hand he suggests to use the Motor Cars and other
“Vehicles drawn by animals in the place of hand rickshaws. Even here he denotes
the economic inequality as the basic reason for inhuman treatment in
transportation. Through being hospitable the poet tries to show the social evil
and its remedy. .

The Ceremony of Marriage unites a male in one family and a female in
another family. They become husband and wife by that relationship, then manage
to live a good family life. In ancient Cankam period ‘Kalavu’ (Pre-Marital love)
and ‘Karpu’ (Post-Marital love) took place on the basis of mutual love. In the
Medieval Period the parents arranged marriages for their children. Many rituals
came into existence by which the society recognized the marriage as a sacred
Ceremony. But Bharathidasan’s ‘KutumpaVilakku’ places love as the foundation

- for marriage. It permits ‘Kalavw’ in ancient Cankam Tradition and then that
love has got acceptance from the old people like Perumal and other respectable
gentlemen. So authoritarian voice does not raise against this love marriage. At
one stage all the elders accept the love marriage and bless the youngsters in
marriage. With the acceptance of society the marriage ceremony unites the
individuals (Male and Female) into one family. This process reveals the poetic
mind supporting ancient ‘Kalavu’ marriage so as to accept by social order.
Usually love marriages are not accepted due to difference of opinions between
the two families. Money transaction is one of the powerful causes to cut down
the love marriage. Above all great respectable people in society should not resist
this ceremony. So the poet describes love marriage in ‘Kuz;umpaVi{c'kau; as a
ceremony supported by social order and places it as a means to eradicate the
enmity between parents.

In the marriage the language spoken by the people should be used to
conduct the rituals. The mother tengue of one group of people will not be
acknowledged by another to conduct the marriage because that group has been
dominated by caste and religions. But Bharathidasan as an advocate of Tamil
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Movement supports to conduct all the ceremonies in Tamil. His great love for
Tamil shows his attachment to his own Tamil community and his duty"
consciousness towards it.

One society should not try to over throw and destroy completely the language
and culture of another. Accepting this view Bharathidasan wants Tamil to find
its due place in the marriage ceremonies so that Tamil will flourish in future.
The poet establishes the importance of mother tongue in each and every ceremony
of the marriage of Vetappan and Nakaimuttu in ‘KutumpaVilakku'.

In the marriage invitation pure Tamil language is used to invite the people
to attend the ceremony. From the street pandal to the musical instruments
used in the marriage everything reveals the civilization of the Tamil society.
The marriage has been conducted under the guidance of a Tamil Scholar. During
the marriage all the other activities like blessing the couple, feast and thanks
giving ceremony are based on Tamil culture. After.the marriage the married
youngsters are shown a . way to lead their family life in a separate house in
order to shoulder their responsibility individually. But when their parents became
old they try to lead a non-attached family life in the society gettihg the help
of their married sons and daughters. If this has not been done the society
should take care of them in the Home provided for them. Further betterment
of the society, the family life based on love and responsibility of the people. to
take .care of their old parents are supported by the poet in
‘KutumpaVilakku'.

In their literary piece the poet creates a married family life in the society
without enmity, family differences, greediness and seeking power to control other
members of the family. This literary effort emphasises welfare of the individual
who supports the growth of society.

If an individual leaves his children carelessly as orphans society will suffer
to a great extent. People should respect children as the good harvest of the
family life, then only society will grow without any hurdle and its future will
be protected. No doubt taking care of children and nourishing the pregnant
women will be in the first place of the family welfare. In the beginning of the
fourth part of ‘KutumpaVilakkw’, ‘Child birth’, the poet emphasises the idea of
seeking wealth by their own efforts of the sons and daughters of the parents.
This idea is revealed in these lines '

Even great wealth of the parents
May be inherited
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But man’s own effort must seek it
so as. to establish his fame (K.V. p.131)

At present people want to avoid the female child. Even if it is delivered
they try to kill it or throw it in the dust-bin. This is an anti-social act. Whether
male or female all are equal. According to ‘KutumpaVilakkw’ this will build the
society on equalitarian grounds.

Malarkkulal desires to know about the child which her daughter Nakaimuttu
is going to give birth to. Not knowing the inner heart of this lady an old man
asks her ‘What will she do if she has a female child?". As a reasonable reply
to that she says ‘If we place her on the ground mud will spoil her body. So
we will have her as the apple of our eyes’. Again he asks “What will you do
if you have a male child?”In the same way’, she replies (K.V. p.148). This may
be a minor incident in their work but it tries to reveal the mentality of the
people to degrade the birth of a female child and to support equality among
all children whether male or female. This is developed in the incident of
delivery of female child of Nakaimuttu and the child has been received with
joy by all. The poet propagates the social consciousness to treat male and
female children without any favouritism.

In continuation the poet expects that the child should be named in Tamil
in Tamil society. This echoes the poets love of Tamil. This part of the text
‘Child Birth’ is a clarion call of the freedom movement for Tamil (K.V. _p.154)

In developing this idea Tankam the grand mother praises her grand child
in the name of great Tamil poetesses like Atimanti, Avvaiyar,
KakkaiPatiniyar Naccellai and Nakkannai by mentioning the name of the women
poets in Cankam period this text confirms the ancient glory of having women
scholars and stresses the necessity of the education for women, respect for them
and love of Tamil.

In this part the poet not only emphasises the physical developmerit but
also the mental development by enriching love for the peace of world (K.V.
p.178). It shows the idea of love on which the human beings live for ever.
This will be a strong fort to protect the social welfare.

The last part of ‘KutumpaVilakkuw’' is a gem called ‘Love of Old People’.
During their span of life time the old people did all their duties and followed
\the path of righteousness. It shows their maturity. They lived a complete life
of joy and contentment. When their physical senses lost their power and spirit,
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husband and Wife love each other and never forget the necessity of their
togetherness. This immortal love enlightens the social outlook which shows the
dependence of an individual on society and the duty of the family to society

giving due respect to human love and bondage. Bharathidasan’s social outlook
revealed in ‘Kutumpa Vilakkw’ will throw new light upon his other works so as
to understand and appreciate them better.



AN ENCYCLOPAEDIC RANGE OF BHARATHIDASAN
V.PERUMAL

Introduction

Bharathidasan (1891 — 1964) was an outstanding Tamil Poet of the 20th
century. He fathered a variety of ides which are fully relevant and applicable
“in toto. An attempt is made in this paper’to analyse a few thoughts of the
poet objectively and scientifically.

Universal Theology

Theology is a science of religion. In other words, it is a spiritual science.
The theological vision of Bharathidasan is based on oneness of God. He condemns
in the strongest possible language the idea of multiplicity of Gods. He strongly
believes and advocates in unambiguous term that God is only one.

International Sociology

" Sociology is a scientific study of human society and human association.
Bharathidasan with all his catholicity of outlook and breadth of vision envisaged
international sociology cutting across all the man made boundaries and artificial
walls with pure;, lovely and great heart. With motherly affection he clearly
envisages the whole world consisting of one humanity where there is no battle
because there is no selfishness. Hence, it can be said without any reservation
that Bharathidasan was an applied international sociologist of a very high order.

Welfare and developmental Economics

Man is an economic being. There is an economic relationship between man
to man. It is well known that the entire humanity is bifurcated on the economic
basis viz: (1) the haves and (2), the have nots. The widest yawning gap between
the rich and the poor is neither desirable nor acceptable. When a vast majority
of the people are below the poverty line and suffering from chill penury
permanently, there is no justification for the existence of a microscopic minority
of people who were born with silver spoon in their mouth and leading a luxurious
life. Bharathidasan could not tolerate such a Himalayan economic injustice. His
good Samaritanism and sense of natural justice became active. He boldly speaks
in the following manner:- ‘If all the poor attack the rich, perfect economic
equality can be established within a second’. He did not bother about the
various economic philosophies, theories and principles. On the other hand he
was a practical minded economist who wanted to establish an economic order
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based on sound and relevant equality. His economic philosophy is communistic
in nature, socialistic in outlook, demacratic in character and humanistic in content.

Education

If you educate a man you educate an individual, if you educate a woman
you educate the whole family. This education idea is fully and perfectly conceived
by Bharathidasan. He says ‘Uneducated Women are barren land; grass may
grow in the barren land; but there cannot be good children, educated wamen
are perfect, fertile, arable, cultivable and wet land’. The metaphorical language
and figurative excellence involved in the above educational thought corroborate
beyond reasonable ‘doubt the agricultural impact, farming influence and rural
background of the Poet. His wonderful idea ‘A good family is a University’
has gained currency and popularity among the educationists and even among
the illiterates. ‘Home without learning is. a dark house’ says the Poet.

Demography‘

Demography (Study of Population) can be analysed at the micro level as
well as macro level. Family welfare planning is 2 demographic concept based
on micro level. The poet says ‘we pave the way for love, but we must find a
way to limit the number of children.’ Thus, he inculcates a sense of ‘Farnily
Welfare Planning in a subtle manner maintaining decency, decorum and dignity.

Social Reformation

‘Is it wrong for a young and beautiful widow to marry?”. The above is
not only a mere question put by the poet. It is the most powerful theme
pertaining to social reformation. ‘Slavery will exist as long as women slavery
exists’. From this single statement it can be safely and sanely concluded that
Bharathidasan was a. champion of women’s liberation movement in letter and
spirit. He tried to uproot casteism.

Patriotism

Many people are not aware that he was a national patriot. In his earlier
years he was a strong devotee of Lord Muruga. He invokes the blessings of
Lord Muruga in the following manner: ‘Don’t allow evils to come to our country;
our good life is a life of freedom’.

Altruism

The cardinal principle of Bharathidasan is Altruism. ‘Bliss and wealth for
all’ is the supreme motto of the poet. ‘Bliss’ connotes positive pleasure without
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doing harm to others. Wealth has a wider connotation. It does not confine to
money. It (wealth) embraces all kinds of noble virtues.

Labour

Labour has two components viz. (1) division of labour and (2) dignity of
labour. All the people in the world cannot embrace only one particular job, or
occupation or profession. So, according to the law of nature people must embrace
various professions depending upon their aptitude, will and pleasure. The poet
fully recognizes, appreciates and admires the concept of division of labour. Any
labour is respectful. There is no item of labour in the world which is disgraceful.
Hence, the division of labour and dignity of labour are fully and happily recognized
by Bharathidasan. V

Music

Bharathidasan was a poetic musician and a musical poet. All his poems
can be sung perfectly according to the prescribed tunes. The diction employed
by him is so simple and easily intelligible that every one can sing without any
difficulty. His poems are characterised by alliteration, assonance, rhyme, rhythm
and euphony. They are pleasing to the ear, mind and heart. The poetic art of
Bharathidasan always goes into the heart of the reader. He has a poet among
the musicologists and a musicologist among the poets.

Renaissance

Bharathidasan was a revolutionary poet of supreme calibre. His ideas are
- ultra modern. He gave a fatal blow to the old, thanted, irrelevant, meaningless
and useless tradition, convention, practices, customs and manners. Even the bull
that draws the oil press circumambulates by the force of mere habit. Man
should. not behave like a bull. Instead, he must have original thinking, original
ideas and new vision. -

Tamil Poems and English Translation

Bharathidasan had four specific desires. They are (1) to compile all the
Tamil poems into a series of anthologies (2) to translate them into idiomatic
English (3) to spread the message of Tamil Wisdom to every nook and corner
of the globe and (4) to earn name, fame and glory and add many glittering
feathers to the cap of Tamil language, Tamil literature, Tamil Culture and
Tamil World.
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Compulsory Education

Bharathidasan analyses each and every issue applying his rationality and
common sense to the maximum possible extent. For every effect there is cause.
The cause of social stigma among the people is the lack of compulsory education.
If the scheme of compulsory education is implemented, fully, sincerely and
immediately the social stigma will disappear in no time.

Beauty of Nature

Poets are born, orators are made. Bharathidasan did not become a poet
after studying prosody. On the other hand, he was a born poet. He appreciates
and admires each and every minute aspect of the beauty of nature. Whenever
he looked at the beauty of nature his aesthetic sense became very active. He
was a true lover -and sincere admirer of nature. He finds perfect harmony,
pleasant blending and wonderful synthesis between man and nature. His
monumental literary work on the ‘Smile of Beauty’ is a literary treasure and
poetic wealth of aesthetic culture. It is very interesting to note that whenever
the poet enjoyed nature he became one with the nature and forgot the entire
material world, mundane affairs and Worldly worrics. The poetic dictum ‘Nature
is my teacher is fully and permanently applicable to Bharathidasan. So far as
the appreciation and admiration of Beauty of Nature is concerned Bharathidasan
can be rightly compared to William Wordsworth.

Love for Tamil

Bharathidasan was a Tamil poet not enly because he composed poems in
Tamil, but also he loved Tamil in each and every conceivable sense of the
term. He admired the beauty of Tamil language, the excellence of Tamil
linguistics, the richness of Tamil diction, the high antiquity of Tamil culture
and the wealth of Tamil vocabulary. He compares Tamil to ambrosia, his life,
moon, etc. In short, Tamil is linguistically rich, literarily wealthy, semantically
pregnant and euphonically pleasing that the poet had no suitable diction at his
command to describe fully the multi faceted beauty and many sided excellence
of Tamil language. His love for Tamil is more but the words are less to describe
it.

Love

Bharathidasan was also a romantic poet. The concept of love envisaged by
the poet is pure, refined, permanent, reciprocal, frank, fearless and friendly. It
is not a sexual desire of animal nature but a dignified and noble love of
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superior order. The definition and characteristics of love enunciated by
Bharathidasan has a universal applicability. They can be psychologically codified
and sociologically systematised in a scientific manner.

Optimism

Optimism is an aesthetic science, psychological art and educational technique
of -looking at the bright, good positive and beautiful side of the world. An
optimist who is always happy has courage, confidence and hope in abundance.
‘Bharathidasan himself is an optimist. He wants all of us to be optimists like
him. The very concept of optimism is based.-on goodriess.

‘Look at good things
Listen to good advice
Study good books

Think good thoughts’.

These are the four specific cardinal points of optimism propounded by
Bharathidasan. They not only mould the character of a child but also develop
his personality in a very dgsirable manner. These basic principles enable a
person to think logically, to feel purely, to speak correctly and to live morally.
The Poet brings out in lucid language the tripartite purity (thought, word and
deed).

Calligraphy

Calligraphy is the art of good, clear.and beautiful handwriting. It is very
sorrowful to observe that even the senior most Professors, leading scholars and
eminent litterateurs in Tamil have bad and ugly handwriting. Bad handwriting
is the double sign of imperfect education and carelessness. Bharathidasan must
have seen such shabby scripts. He earnestly and honestly advises the people
in general and students in particular to cultivate the habit of writing legibly,
clearly and beautifully.

‘Don’t have ugly writing as snail
Have a beautiful writing like pearl’.

As we know, pearl is white in colour. White symbolises purity, beauty and
brightness. Bharathidasan’s desire is that the handwriting of each and everyone
must be like pearl. It is worthwhile recollecting in this context that the character
of a person can be deciphered and predicted through one’s handwriting which
is technically known as graphology.
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Lullaby

According to the Concise Oxford Dictionary lullaby is defined as ‘soothing
refrain or song to put child to sleep’. / ‘sing to sleep’. Though lullaby is a folk
song it has a great impact in Tamil literature. Bharathidasan is also influenced
by hillaby to a great degree. Lullaby is the first musical art that enters into
the heart of every child. Noble ideas are imparted to the child through the
melodious voice of his mother. Bharathidasan in his lullaby disseminates the
following two ideas:

(a) Don’t waste your life.

(b) Remove superstition.

These ideas are based on rationality, and common sense. From the point
of view of educational psychology it is easier to impart lessons to a person
during his childhood. The poet, who is also an educational psychologist imparts
lesson in the form of lullaby in a very pleasing manner employing easily
intelligible language.

Unity

“‘United we stand, divided we fall’ is a well known maxim. What cannot
be achieved by individuals separately can be realized by the people collectively
provided there is perfect unity. Bharathidasan says ‘If people are whole heartedly
united, they can gain the strength of lion and can do any difficult and great
work’, The poet intelligently and wisely employs the pedagogic technique of
known to the unknown while explaining the unique advantage of unity. Lion
is a triple symbol of strength, bravery and magnanity. The poet visualises that
every one must be like a lion. He has' employed the supreme simile under the
sun.

Many Sided Justice

From the semantic point of view the term ‘Justice’ has not only different
levels of meaning but also different shades of meaning.The poet does not use
different yard sticks in the case of justice. His approach to justice is not
only comprehensive but also uniform based on- sound logic and wuniversal
humanism. He summarises economic justice as ‘There must not be poverty'.
He briefly states educational justice as ‘Education for all. He sums up moral
justice as ‘There is no evil. He points out social justice as ‘There are no
inferiors,there are no superiors, all are equal’. As regards spiritual justice the
poet is of the view that all are entitled to enter the temple for worship. He
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wants political justice, He decldres with a deep sense of. birth right and
freedom that ‘We want our gocd government in our sacred land’. In a word
Bharathidasan was an excellent champion of justice. He could not tolerate even
an iota of injustice in whatever form it might be. He advises everyone to use
unambiguous language in communication in the interest of intelligibility. Thus
he advocates intellectual justice. The very purpose of intellectual justice is
that a lay man must not feel it a problem to understand any communication.
Man makes the house, woman makes the home. Ranging from the beginning
of the palaeolithic age to the end of the 20th century man is dominating woman
in every field and in every conceivable sense of the term. We find domestic
slavery everywhere under the sun. Domestic slavery and feminine sla've.ry are
inter-linked. One cannot exist without the other. Bharathidasan, a powerful
champion of woman’s liberation strongly advocates women’s emancipation with
all his emphasis and honesty at his command. He says ‘This holy land cannot
have freedom unless and until women are totally freed from the yoke of domestic
slavery’. Hence, he rightly advocates domestic justice. His philosophy of domestic
justice is based on equality of sex and human dignity. Grey hair should be
respected. This maxim is not only fully conceived but also effectively expressed
by Bharathidasan. In one of his off quoted poems he advises )

‘Oh child! Obey your mother and go to -school’,

It is not a mere advice, but a maxim based on natural justice. It
undoubtedly means obey your parents and elders who are naturally superior to
you. Respect for elders is one of the important themes of Bharathidasan’s poetry.

Universal Humanism

There is a strong impression among the Tamil scholars that Bharathidasan
was totally a Tamil Poet. It must be understood beyond reasonable doubt that
he was sociologically a Universal Poet though linguistically a Tamil Poet. There
are scores of poems composed by him having universal Humanism as the basic
theme. He envisages the welfare of the entire universe cutting across domestic,
communal, linguistic, religious, racial, ideological, parochial, regional, zonal,
national, continental and hemispheric barriers. He boldly declares

‘All must have home land
All must have wealth

All must have all rights
All must have education
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All must have good health
All must have good heart’

The above universal humanistic declaration by Bharathidasan confirms and
corroborates beyond a shadow of doubt that he was a great humanist par
excellence. '

Encyclopedic. Content

The poems of Bharathidasan have an encyclopedic Character ranging from
A to Z. It can be said boldly without any fear of contradiction that he dealt
with almost all the subjects and disciplines under the sun in his own poetic
style. Bharathidasan was a leading poet among the universal humanists.

A personality of Great Dimensions

Bharathidasan was a international poet, active politician, advaxiced
" ‘rationalist, great social reformist, original thinker, popular teacher, creative writer,'
towering personality, public orater, eminent editor, great humanist and above
all perfect and sincere disciple of Mahakavi Subramania Bharathiar.

Features of Bharathidasan

To conclude his poems are characterised by beauty of expression, clarity
of thought, brevity in diction, simplicity of style, intelligibility of language,
sublimity of idea, nobility of purpose, velocity of appeal, modernity of approach,
rationality in content, catholicity in character and universality in out-look. He
was an unquestionable and unique emperor among Tamil Poets - Pavéntar.



PAVENTAR BHARATHIDASAN ON MOTHERLAND AND MOTHER
TONGUE

M.S.VENKATACHALAM

By Western dress we are fascinated much!

Their haircut we imitate and eschew our Tamil!

Such a culture is making here a devil-dance!

Oh Bharathi! Countless persons are the victims of this! 0))

These lines were written-by Revolutionary poet Bharathidasan during 1923,
when he was an ardent follower of Mahatma Gandhi. His aversion towards
alien style and culture is well brought out in these lines. Along with it, his
deep love towards Tamil also is portrayed.

After joining the Self Respect Movement of Periyar E.V.R. Bharathidasan
began to sing of the glory of Tamil-land and the Dravidian land. Those were
the days when the Dravidian Movement of Periyar E.V.R. was advocating the
Sovereign Dravidian Democratic Republic and so this aspect of extolling ‘Mother
India’ was conspicuously absent in the poems of his subsequent years.

Soon after he joined the Movement of Periyar, Bharathidasan became one
of the stalwarts and front-ranking leaders of that Movement and so he began
to portray the inexhaustible beauty and invaluable wealth of Dravida Nadu,
especially Tamil Nadu. Here is one of such descriptions:

Hail! Hail! Our land!
Rich and fertile Drayidian land!

Cape Comrin and the seas to the South,
Valiant Bengal bordering on the North,

Deep seas to the East and the West

Our land possesses men of wisdom and skill!

To the poet all the Dravidian languages are very sweet and his description
is furnished here:

Hoary Tamil and its offsprings,

Sweet Telugu, Tulu, Malayalam,
Delicious Kannadam — these tongues
And culture have flourished in our land!

. The poet also ertumerates the numerous boons of Nature, which are available
in Dravidian' land. He says,
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" Sandal, teak and lofty mounts,

Seas' so full of precious pearls,

Fertile fields yielding tasty paddy, :
And fragrant forests; this is our land! (2)

The depth and devotion of Bharathidasan towards his mother tongue, Tamil,
are really astounding. In fact, no poet from Cankam Age upto the end of the
20th century has devoted such a promment place to Tamil in his poetry.
V.C. Kulandalswamy, Vice Chancellor of Indra Gandhi University has rightly
picturised this aspect in Bharathidasan. He writes:

“Perhaps in no part of the history of Tamlls has any poet
devoted so much of emotions, pleaded so fiercely and vehemently
and over such a length of his literary career, for the protectxon,
claims and development of Tamil”.

“The land of his birth and the language of his forefathers moved
him beyond words. He exercised no great caution in criticising
those that he considered inimical to his language and culture;
maintained no restraint in praising and blessing those whom he
thought were working for the cause of Tamil. He spared no
efforts and no time in exhorting the Tamils to work for the
development and glory of their language.” (3)

The moon, the gentle Southern breeze, sweet-juice taken from sugercanc
and fruits, honey, nectar — all these inanimate things really appeal to his mind.
But the appeal of the richness, the sweetness and the glory of Tamil was
greater; it could virtually thrill him. He considers the language as his very life
and breath. This is how the poet describes, the relationship between himself
and his mother tongue,

Like the milky moon and the sky,

Like a warrior and his sharp sword,

Like a flower and its fragrancé,

Like Mahara Lute! and its melody,

Like the eye and its lustre,

So, my sweet' Tamil and I remain! -~ (4)

i. (Mahara lute — Crocodile shaped, stringed musical instrument of Tamils, widely prevalent
in ancient times)
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So, no wonder Bharathidasan gave a predominant place in praising, rather
eulogising, the various aspects of Tamil and also bringing out its importance
in the life of Tamils. His poem on the sweetness of Tamil bears ample testimony
to his love of Tamil and also to his poetic exuberance These are his 1mmortal

lines!

Tamil too is known as nectar — That

Tamil is extolled at par with our lives!

Tamil means the moon — That _
Tamil is, to our society, a priceless boon!-
Tamil means fragrance — That

Tamil is our people’s peaceful home!

Tamil is an intoxicating charm — That

Tamil s the root of all our liberty!

Tamil is the cause of our valour — That
Tamil, for the scholars, a powerful arrow!
Tamil lifts us high above the sky — That
Tamil is a sweet and invigorating honey!
‘Tamil is the companion of our wisdom — That
Tamil, to our verses, a diamond sword!.

Tamil, Mother, carried us in her womb — That
Tamil is a powerful and enthusing flame! (5)

In the first volume of his poems, Bharathidasan has eulogised Tamil, in
differept headings. Every line of these poems reveals his intense, almost insatiable
love towards his mother tongue.

His topics are:-

Tamilin Inimai (Delicious Tamil)
Inpattamil (Sweetness of Tamil)

Tamil Unavu (Tamil, the food)
Tamilppéru (Tamil, the boon)

Enkal Tamil (Our Tamil)

Tamil Valarcci (The development of Tamil)
Tamilkkatal (The love towards Tamil)
,.'Enné]é (Oh, When?)

Cankanatam (Blow, trumpet)

10 Tamilkkanava (Dream about Tamil)

© 0Ne oA 0D
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In the above poems, Bharathidasan does not stop with imerely exhibiting
his deep love towards Tamil, but also exhorts the Tamils to put their mother
tongue in a higher plank, providing a number of valuable and constructive
suggestions. They really reveal the poet’s depth of thought and far-reaching .
forethought. Here are his suggestions put forth in his ‘Development of Tamil-

Works of Tamil must come out in style simple
And grammar must be fully revised;

Need is there to coin apt terms and phrases
For all the surging thoughts of the world.

With illustrations, fresh works should come forth
And make Tamil highly rich!

If lack of means makes a Tamil remain
Unlettered, we must hang our heads in shame;

Sans exception, all subjects should have books,
© Surely in styles known to the common man!
To those books, all should have easy access.
Never should religions shackle Tamil.
Free libraries, we should found everywhere!
Glorifying much our hoary past,
We have wasted times, making not fitting amends!
Come on! Let’s create a glowing Tamil! (6)

Doubtlessly, the above suggestions of the poet are really valuable for the
development of Tamil; he also advocates that. the precious works of Tamil
literature. should be rendered.in other languages and also envisages a heyday
in which the world would be longing for having: the Tamil works rendered in
thousand tongues. His ideal days are portrayed in the following lines:

Mother, elegant Tamil and our
Superb poems of Taniil bards
The world has shown « deep desire
To have . .them rendered in thousand tongues! )

Bharathidasan earnestly desired that his poems should be translated into
English. This desire he expressed to so many persons, including this author.
Poet Murugu Sundaram, the Boswell of Bharathidasan, has elearly brought out
this desire of the poet. In fact Murugu Sundaram rendered two or three poems
into English. Except stray attempts at translation, no co-ordinated effort has

-l
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till now taken shape. Perhaps, this author’s “selected poems of Bharathidasan”
is the first of its kind and there is still a long way to go in fulfilling the
deep desire of Bharadhidasan. It seem Bharathidasan University also has brought
out a translation.of some of his poems.

Apart from the 10 poems that find a place in the I Volume of Bharathidasan’s
collections, there is a separate book of poems written by him on the development
and enthronement of Tamil. The title of the work is Tamiliyakkam (“Tamil
Resurgence Movement”). In this, he exhorts all sections of society — students,
Tamil teachers, housewives, merchants, politicians, temple priests, songsters,
artists, writers, orators, and the moneyed men — to render their mite to the
cause of Tamil.

He asks the students to rise up and fight for the cause of Tamil. He
advises the merchants to display their name boards in pure Tamil, that, in
faultless Tamil. He exhorts politicians and heads of educational institutions to
give due regard and recognition to Tamil. He envisages the days in which only
the Tamil scholars should become the Chief Ministers of Tamil Nadu. He suggests
all Tamil Scholars should write and speak in pure Tamil and should free Tamil
from the fetters of religion. To the platform speakers, the writers, the lyricists
— to all of them he gives his valuable suggestions and ﬁnally asks the affluent
persons of society to render their mite to the cause of Tamil and Tamilians.
He predicts an age in which the Tamil would be- enthroned in every sphere
of life.of the Tamils. In short his 'Tamiliyakkam (“Tamil Resurgence Movement”)
is one of his master-pieces, depicting his ambition in life. The following lines
that find a place in this book are very famous and oft-quoted in every home
and hearth of Tamil-land:-

“Does not- the breeze bring you coolness?
Do not groves give us shade?
Sad it is that our sweet Tamil
finds no place in the streets of our land!”

These lines clearly depict the deep-rooted desire of the Revolutionary poet
Bharathidasan. Why not we try to translate his ideals into practice at the eve
of his centenary celebrations?

Foot Note

1 Qawiewersg giewgGuired pen_ 2 GUCumd  wulli
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efisgieng, urgm’_ Gy, wpaigenr, meparui, LTl @ Curerp Qeuifser, mrefe
prergle) e ukg @b Quppererer. @UUGS ue yBu Qeifseers smSepg
TR DT QD Iy STE FH DI @sam,é,@@ém:.b

@igred 1967 @b peo Qupm e st LTC P aaifeip Bpermies Curl iy sers
st prorgw. Curlgdid Biprd s wis QUDDE.

uUNTTSSTESE [T HDTEEIY HETS TSI L BT STy UTTSSTESRT [T D DT ewTIg )
Qaelur®w pred erargy Qamaiag QUi s saper_twgy.

Qipre USES s smers QaTeEBeterg. e, Qo ssrligsHar Gre
agerper sCi mul Qurég, ‘welewwrer Qamevers &Y, ‘wrefigyd eelenw TGS
Cuert, "LBuyd uTC B, Ygbseuss. 'yBu Bismear, sTesSar sewremTy., @ QpTy
‘B uwrar QEm HRDTLIY, "SQEy wrpoh -usr pyaew, T srwsms QuEcH D
eT@iLIeT. ;

Qe mu:.ﬂar Gards5Qgud uTpPsTemers GBS Jp g&hwr smb
&S50 B ,asqu‘rmmi’. & sMogussaT Hyeufler SMEOG QUG S gubled pewr.
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soilws Spiy omguspoL LUw sTrewhser eew@. HuppeT ST, saflekT,
oo, Qaeliiu@n Gpplew, Qereawr. § Curearpoa GO §ssses.

yeari  ypeeer upsyd HeE ey upPuynb uryds QEreigmbs  sTeh
wrp wisafier Hésasmers spurss Qarew® uT@EL sTew pig i g oyb
WTHDD G FETLUSD, @) sarisd GHiCsTaisamer ewowifi' i & ygewmed @l Hu

FSETLISLD.

ewaliwer eterp uwr @ 1936-37 @ ewsiulL g ey 1. Q@sme
Curpmi i 1b geve gns@IwEsH2. Npss srwiBe srar (1937) gbatgnisaiar Qam@eanin
STRSTIG gey opani yaiswer aQisgemi; Upsdengs sy silBed gufitioou
uffesvers Qeug Osrarymisy. 3. squagdls o aaip Qe seblar ue
ursmseile) gdsgs Qesravymisg. 4. STE Qe LJ@&LD 1936-37 @b
sowsTL ulnisg. @& Cureaip ows ﬂaﬁéﬂ&a‘r ST L L Rerenewr. oy geur aq,&
srgem arfws Cesmiun® WHs ypwrst Lweiu@sSuyetearens Lewerm&led .

TsQFwugyEEd @Een® sTpeumser eau®. ey wry epfoulL geienLoud
wpQpraigd Gploa el L. geaiewyren. GpBlaawsdar QiuTssg SSWTEL
Curgy wgy ey ueiyser Gopug Qe aaigy GLhBleme %ulldnrarri & QuSlet perii.
& Qerearmsows urgfsrear usi Oysale el @ Qlars&werermic gy &uflwi.
‘aperpar s mu’ Qurse, Ly LTL G, ‘sregRer sasemmy’ Curain sl ser
@ Bleveulled  yewios Her.

Oprysgeai’ eaarp GQemadar e UNTTHSTERT  SATRIL W TSI S5
Qaeliiu@ s g@et pri. g Haufar saasgy Casgmguud, NIQUT@mer Sg Qe
upepuyh ST GRRing. HerTe, UQreisl Lrl8, gejw yrl 8, fad gyrl S 8w
55 BIL@U gl Oyn e Qprgule pes QuppSleene; LU UTSSESTET  Bevl_
Quppeierg. g am Qrmeule mer Qump CaesGw aaiug SJular wvar Cussaos
oo SGEleT DGl b THOL Hasgwrss Geiw Ceeiigu WTHDD ST HETTEH I
QuEgrsd QFin eIsaip TRIL®S L&& QITVTDH Bapasamer qOSHSE STLig

aflerg@uyeriermi.

Broor@fufler Lrpguc L SPe Hufar a®sgssTL Bsaflar ml,& QaieflLi@GSer p g
sror@fun smp Frearpsamerts UpByh et STL@L QUIT@MET JYLPSOSLI. LISOL LT
(urg@srsat) yBsBmuuri ey SO Queorg. srorSflut QUES saF sGS™ES
srgew - smflu apeopullsd s ST DITIF. GyeTTed L LiLmert gsTear Qamei e et
Casgms woHpamd » oombuy  popurs  Qaeluu@sSuyerermi.  Qmemn @)
Bavaullmibsmaub mrer@iflun o6 gmenr yerafliE Heoerds salar LenL_L1L) Syeowsgeter g
Qs mreor®fur “LrGapsi sOH EesSuismer Quigl vy ss WTCwas’ aaip
sl Hyser e i HPEEGSES @B erarumes GQaieflliu® S ST DT
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urCaifsi e sl LITLemeL UTL. G5 GpBlow ewiss Surerp LIl Hig
A$QFD unBupsi LTLE Ta@p HIGOL  USLES BT EMmSSG S0 GSLhBlane
srpemwTs  Seowiss 1. eestuet  orc @ Spermoel Gumiig 2. geren.
QerdsdussHL b Qupp awsg udps 3. usHlessee HSPwgTs @mbswmuw,
4, penuisefar emégeliny Gumerpee e LiLd Eégy‘;ﬁmmet &IT [T GO I T @GLb.

unrSsrear HrHpTETgeeTd Apogys Qeusaip presgpet Qo efii_s sss5a.

-8apspsaml
36. i §%1 urCaupst ungS\ETERT BIPPTETER Beneorey  wewT
uraerar &, GFUS waser QESTLITL 9 QIQGVSLD,
BoGpaCaed & 1 Qumbwet wrar L. Gaeflul@.
1991. 38, &flaw @AOILin oflebene,

1991 Q@weumbd sidefar mrpprear. s Howiss CuELsGug. emart
urg S sreear, wH@pTEaT LTt Huwlussti. QuusT HTODTETRS Sllps salgshe
ungSgreamar T sant  wiT@Beene. yaufler gn,aimrrain.q.m (1891- 1991) g,
BnepaiCaed &1 Qumiboat wre's . Qs wiser Gy @wsty Hfu  ETD
gt Blenerss urr@grear HIDDTEH®G warTs Qe Gearerg. ‘Uil Bé salleyi” el b
"uném;b,asff’ eres uib Ll L Quppait ungSeTeat. @QEmred Lty S sreaiar @m S oligl
Quuriseeryd sTa& “yrl SunQagsi urtgPoreea” aaip sowoea Qaeflassgerer .
urenerwsBsT g - sTw Curmamred segnf Cuurm@®flwud  qpeveraurt LiT.aeTel TS

Bawar s CsresSnsad pri.

QEred ey uGHeaTs Jewigerergs sTew WUSaTDE. WsDH LUGHU
wurCaupgfiar arpallel, o Hpeud appepd, ungSurhet Qame sy, Cupib of pyib, goypemevwit
LT GLpws @evsBwapd, aem 18 empeyh eerep, s LwEGD SUPwSELD,
unQaipafler Qami Lm@est, Blespajeny erar, g Sarsalar eTupLISE apeiy eE®R &TE
argpafleaveriniipiiny gpsed @iy asord smERsS sr wpw RS getearTii.

Quedr_rag UG é el yrQer g’ aain gaalls unySsTear Lw I BlesengL
upl ysphba umqu uTL dswmend QTG sgs sShaeranTit. wserdgor TG, Quiflwrt,
uﬁg@lurrr’r, CaaCpus uranremit, Qoarmer aurgeweat, wGearmaiwesPwd &parerTd, Sip.all.s.
Qepsllps Pgugermi, HOQuUFHTT, STWFTET, Faumerssn Curra m 3y Benenrss ummlufd,
S ewrey upPud LTGaipst urgw LTl et @EmETed @ 1b Quppeteren.

wparprag ugHdld unCabsi upl @@eerd Udsmes spsbseld LS
gpememrauri  (Ph.D), gueflwed Bavpeyi (MPhil) wi  guesmer Sordgs aamgule
QaTesSBSRDTT. YSg e 1510-gub e s ’1952-@14_:1_1 unQarggi eTupHus
GTsiFeT eraLISE e et L iquw b, syaengls Lips Qaeflasgerer e sGsup mraisefear
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ulqugnb, ApLny weriser upPuud, uTyParsar dmE Quppart LUy QaET@SH
Sredever upy 5P mESad pirii.

urg@srest BIPppTeERs HNundg Cugnd ysp Gsisss @S Sp préeoas
QeTesS@sfpri uraaar sps. Heere wegrs QueflumasTd Frefs) LML sat
Beopu @i Qupauess GopsSmasen. urtySasrTeameas uTLsiaar afis slepesd
oG SPyd. i swps Qarei. pspsfae, parumL e uplu seiew, Quiss
sriumes pLangsensser, Jppreled @) 1b QUDTS SouuTe saussemers Qar®SSmb ST
ugluBpsg yHu QFuBaarseid [Hewere) WTTSD @@ﬁﬁ@s@ux ung S sreemery
uppPu ePLRuE Cureipy QUBHTSH Db

“pogudi a1 in; GeisSp aeipis pret pre pret” ety ampss UGy
S umeselier efCu  QuepuTgnd  e@SEssTCIguererTi. LTQapshed
Qar_Ln@aerrad M@Wﬁq.\u@j;ﬁﬁqﬂ umrienar, Questesrgenty QALY TS S&Mliy
Cunaip usgs CariLT@s®NE &Buyerermi. uTFurlier uTL PSS LTTS sToalar
um_.:gys‘@u': soter CGsfw- saps Caugur yeaear aafevurs aéSyeiarens HpLLTs
caiterg. puamss “‘unGupsi QuupTed Fomgh Udsows spsepn Lpan st so
TauaNsé SGyoRseT FaLapoplLGss elep@lpre” (ul0) aeip Qerg Gpréssd
wrlupss sésg.

-y Caur.LgpefiFmid.

37. BHARATHIDASAN - Life, Works and Views, Part I- Life.

PParameswaran, Anu Pathippagam,
Coimbatore-14, 1991, 56, Rs.7.50

urgp@erear upy HEEw FIO WS pETHEETET st . upCusaper,
WSS UGHuTE UTTDsTEe wrpims agorpep Bsé sméswrs Qeelurar gufe
Qumfpeo_ulled Lo gSmas pri-.

urraﬁgrr&a‘r Ippss wpsd GQoaimeruiss sTawrargy ey Qarieewrs
Bopsfamerts Uaialil Newasy soaurss spPRéQee@pri M.

‘The poet’s moustache fluttered and his nerves twisted in fury. He roared
. ‘dunces’ in his lion-like voice’ (P.19) @iy sperwrer pew_ifles BT
UL g SmEE pit 1i.

‘Though Subburathinam was a teacher of teachers, he was an enemy to the
authorities’ (P.21)

STei b s B DT T
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Que priseles er e gerijs Curew Beeeow, ‘His hand grew tired with
incessant writing;his soul sank at the obsessive thought of the slavish attitude *&nd
miserable plight of the Tamils. The throat which roared all through his life for
the welfare of the Tamils became still and silent’. (P.41)

ety @U@ o

wenpaysGLs LT LuTrSsTEasE myuf:s:_’: Qupp mgsmers uppPu alegriseners
Qaenrgsgs Qsr®SSmSHDTI. wareri wearerer TS ‘splis @uilefet ijqé‘@u'tif
eTepid  mreley @ bQupeter urgSsreear upPu QsSsamer/maTeaTEeT  HTNT
By Suiled Qari &S\ HES mrri.

urg@grear arpims egory uppu aeflu E&e Hred @lgr Guaub U
areser Qaeflar gL wrspg.

- B SYSTEFLD



wEinenrsE apiGuppeney  (1991)

et Qsaeggiewy wensror §) ewsresnn, sUlpmall, S@BEFTTiLeref
FT G, eTavsTe), QpiLT ST, STRSGHW H&STOSLS, L gSeved-]

SUlp SR sarmed Hps Coer  selangsat, o SPw Qarefuf®,

Carevar -3
urrisallyreeat, egyes, @Qkweresi @esdus Crmame, snisreiGsmallen.

Sugimoto,  Yoshio,  Traditional  Religion and  Knowledge,
.Anthropological Institute, Nanzan.
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